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TO:  Susan Weinstein 
  English 
 
FROM: Robert C. Mathews 
Chair, Institutional Review Board  
 
DATE: April 23, 2014         
RE: IRB# 3491 
         
TITLE: English Amped: Expanding Space for Critical Literacy Education 
 
New Protocol/Modification/Continuation:  New Protocol_   
       
Review type: Full        Expedited   X_     Review date:  4/23/2014 
 
Risk Factor: Minimal      X          Uncertain               Greater Than Minimal_______             
 
Approved           X           Disapproved__________ 
 
Approval Date: 4/23/2014     Approval Expiration Date:  4/22/2015 
 
Re-review frequency: (annual unless otherwise stated)                                
 
Number of subjects approved:   100 
 
LSU Proposal Number (if applicable):  ________ 
 
Protocol Matches Scope of Work in Grant proposal: (if applicable)  ______                     
 
By: Robert C. Mathews, Chairman  
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING –  
Continuing approval is CONDITIONAL on: 
 
1. Adherence to the approved protocol, familiarity with, and adherence to the ethical standards of the Belmont Report, 
and LSU's Assurance of Compliance with DHHS regulations for the protection of human subjects* 
2. Prior approval of a change in protocol, including revision of the consent documents or an increase in the number of 
subjects over that approved. 
3. Obtaining renewed approval (or submittal of a termination report), prior to the approval expiration date, upon   request 
by the IRB office (irrespective of when the project actually begins); notification of project termination.  
4. Retention of documentation of informed consent and study records for at least 3 years after the study ends. 
5. Continuing attention to the physical and psychological well-being and informed consent of the individual participants, 
including notification of new information that might affect consent. 
6. A prompt report to the IRB of any adverse event affecting a participant potentially arising from the study.  
7. Notification of the IRB of a serious compliance failure. 
8. SPECIAL NOTE:               
*All investigators and support staff have access to copies of the Belmont Report, LSU's Assurance with DHHS, DHHS 
(45 CFR 46) and FDA regulations governing use of human subjects, and other relevant documents in print in this office 
or on our World Wide Web site at http://www.lsu.edu/irb   
Institutional Review Board 
Dr. Robert Mathews, Chair 
130 David Boyd Hall 
Baton Rouge, LA 70803 
P: 225.578.8692 
F: 225.578.5983 















































































































































Investigators:	 	 		 The	following	investigator	is	available	for	questions,	
M-F,	8:30	am	–	5:00	pm	
Anna	West	or	Susan	Weinstein	
English	Department,	LSU	
(225)368-7927	
	awest24@lsu.edu	
sweinst@lsu.edu	
	
Purpose	of	the	Study:	 The	purpose	of	the	study	is	to	understand	the	possibilities	and	
restraints	of	fostering	critical	literacy	education	at	the	intersection	
of	secondary	public	schools,	higher	education,	and	civil	society.	
	
Inclusion	Criteria:	 Middle	and	High	School	Students,	Faculty	and	Staff	at	Middle	and	
High	Schools,	College	Students,	Professors	and	Staff,	Youth	
Participants	in	Community	Programs,	Alumni,	Family	Members,	
Staff	and	Volunteers	at	Community	Youth	Organizations	
	
Exclusion	Criteria:	 Those	who	are	not	affiliated	with	youth	literacy	education	
activities	
	
Description	of	the	Study:	 The	investigator	will	attend	critical	literacy	education	activities	in	
order	to		observe	and	participate.			
	
The	investigator	will	make	copies	of	writing	and	other	texts	that	
participants	feel	comfortable	sharing.	The	investigator	will	also	
record	activities	and	presentations	in	which	the	participants	are	
featured	using	either	audio	or	video.		The	investigator	will	
interview	participants,	using	audio	or	video	to	record	the	
interviews.	The	investigator	may	collect	school	performance	and	
demographic	data	about	youth	participants	through	the	school,	
pending	approval	from	the	school	system	and	parental	consent.				
	
Benefits:	 There	are	no	direct	benefits	for	participants	in	the	study.		
However,	the	research	may	prove	beneficial	to	the	fields	of	
education	and	youth	services.	
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Risks:	 The	participants	may	risk	feeling	embarrassed	by	something	they	
say	or	share	in	their	writing,	presentations,	or	during	an	interview	
or	activity.		However,	participants	will	be	regularly	encouraged	to	
only	share	what	they	feel	comfortable	sharing.	Participants	have	
the	option	of	being	identified	by	pseudonym	in	any	publications	
or	presentations	resulting	from	this	research,	so	they	have	the	
choice	to	not	be	publicly	identified	with	their	texts,	academic	
performance,	or	demographic	data.			
	
										Right	to	Refuse:	 Participation	is	voluntary.	Youth	will	be	involved	in	the	study	only	
if	youth	and	parent	agree	to	the	youth’s	participation.	At	any	
time,	either	the	subject	may	withdraw	from	the	study	or	the	
subject’s	parent	may	withdraw	the	youth	from	the	study	without	
penalty.	
	
Privacy:	 Results	of	the	study	may	be	published.	Participants	have	the	
option	to	use	pseudonyms	in	place	of	real	names.	For	subjects	
who	choose	to	use	pseudonyms,	identity	will	remain	confidential	
unless	disclosure	is	required	by	law.	
	
Financial	Information:	 There	is	no	cost	for	participation	in	the	study,	nor	is	there	any	
compensation	to	the	subjects	for	participation.	
	
	
Signatures:	 	
	
The	study	has	been	discussed	with	me	and	all	my	questions	have	been	answered.	I	may	regard	
additional	questions	regarding	study	specifics	to	the	investigator.		If	I	have	questions	about	
subjects’	rights	or	other	concerns,	I	can	contact	Dennis	Landin,	Chairman,	Institutional	Review	
Board,	(225)	578-8692,	irb@lsu.edu,	www.lsu.edu/irb.		I	agree	to	participate	in	the	study	
described	above	and	acknowledge	the	investigator’s	obligation	to	provide	me	with	a	signed	
copy	of	this	consent	form.	
	
	
Printed	Name:_________________________________________________	
	
Please	check	one:	
	
_______Yes,	use	my	real	name	in	this	study.	
	
_______No,	please	use	a	pseudonym	(another	name	used	to	conceal	the	participant’s	identity).	
	
The	pseudonym	that	I	would	like	to	use	is:________________________________________.		
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Subject	Signature:__________________________________________________	
Date:__________________________	
	
	
The	study	subject	has	indicated	to	me	that	he/she	is	unable	to	read.	I	certify	that	I	have	read	this	
consent	form	to	the	subject	and	explained	that	by	completing	the	signature	line	above,	the	
subject	has	agreed	to	participate	in	the	study.	
	
Signature	of	Reader:________________________________________________			
Date:_________________________	
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APPENDIX	B:	DRAFT	OF	ENGLISH	AMPED	GOALS	
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English	Amped:	Critical	Literacy	in	Action	
Building	power,	reciprocity	&	democratic	praxis	among	students,	teachers	&	communities	
In	the	2014-2015	year,	we	will	accomplish	and	impact	the	following.	
Students	at	McKinley	High	School	will	develop,	and	continue	to	develop,	a	love	for	
literacy	and	for	one	another.	They	will	experience	literacy	as	a	means	to	think,	imagine,	and	
take	action	informed	by	critical	insight.	They	will	have	gained	intellectual	and	social	tools	
that	are	transferable	to	multiple	contexts	in	their	present	and	future	lives.	Lastly,	they	will	
demonstrate	some	aspects	of	what	they	learn	and	achieve	using	multiple	methods	of	
documentation,	including	academic	measurements.	
	Parents	of	McKinley	students	will	be	welcomed	as	integral	contributors	to	building	and	
sustaining	structures	for	their	personal,	familial,	and	community	literacy	and	agency.	They	
will	inform	future	strategies	and	plans	by	identifying	existing	resources	and	immediate	
needs	with	regard	to	building	literacy	and	agency.	Parents	will	experience	open	
communication	between	teachers,	students,	McKinley,	and	LSU	in	order	to	contribute	to,	
build	and	sustain	these	structures.		
Students	in	the	Geaux	Teach	program	at	LSU	will	connect	theory	to	practice,	gaining	a	
strong	and	flexible	understanding	of	critical	literacy	in	action.	They	will	do	this	by	
experiencing	themselves	as	collaborative	teachers	and	learners	in	a	critical	literacy	
classroom.	They	will	also	read,	plan,	act,	and	reflect	on	the	connections	between	their	
experiences	and	other	forms	of	knowledge.	By	doing	so,	they	will	gain	insight	into	the	
structures,	discourses	and	institutions	structuring	education	while	also	forming	a	hopeful	
and	critically	informed	vision	for	their	futures	in	the	field	of	secondary	English	education.		
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Teachers	at	McKinley	High	School	will	experience	the	power	of	organizing	and	
contributing	to	meaningful	professional	development	opportunities.	By	having	access	to	
meaningful	and	valuable	professional	development,	teachers	will	increase	their	personal	
agency	and	inspire	their	students’	agency.	Teachers	will	also	have	access	to	LSU’s	material	
and	human	resources.	This	access	will	create	spaces	and	opportunities	for	mutually	
beneficial	relationships	and	activities.			
Louisiana	State	University	will	have	increased	its	capacity	to	build	and	sustain	
collaborative	relationships	with	McKinley	High	School.	By	doing	so,	relationships	and	
projects	will	have	begun	to	take	root	among	multiple	stakeholders	at	each	site,	in	some	
cases	independent	of	the	direct	coordination	of	English	Amped.	We	want	LSU	and	McKinley	
to	tap	into	each	other	in	ways	that	systemically	improve	teacher	development	(for	pre-
service	and	current	teachers)	and	in	ways	that	open	the	possibility	of	relationships	and	
knowledge	between	faculty,	students	and	community	on	both	campuses.	We	want	LSU	to	
embrace	and	make	visible	the	praxis	that	results	from	forming	and	sustaining	such	
relationships,	recognizing	this	work	as	vital	to	LSU’s	own	mission	and	viability.	
McKinley	High	School	will	create	spaces	for	meaningful	engagement	between	McKinley’s	
parents,	students	and	teachers	and	LSU’s	students,	faculty,	and	support	staff.	McKinley	
High	will	support	teachers’	professional	developments	needs	as	these	will	most	benefit	
students.	McKinley	will	also	recognize	and	support	our	work	as	it	yields	students’,	parents’,	
teachers’,	and	the	community’s	literacy	and	agency.	McKinley	will	experience	innovation	in	
public	schools	and	has	the	potential	to	contribute	to,	develop	and	sustain	this	innovative	
program.		
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APPENDIX	C:	ART	OF	CRITICAL	LITERACY	2014	SYLLABUS	
	
	
	
	
	 	
	 276	
	
	
	 277	
	
	
	 278	
	
	
	 279	
	
	
	 280	
	
	
	 281	
	
	
	 282	
VITA	
Anna	West	is	a	doctoral	candidate	in	English	and	the	recipient	of	the	Economic	
Development	Assistantship	at	Louisiana	State	University.	She	is	currently	a	teacher	of	
socially-engaged	writing	and	research	in	the	Humanities	Amped	program	at	McKinley	High	
School.	She	was	the	founding	director	of	WordPlay	in	Baton	Rouge,	and	the	former	director	
of	Young	Chicago	Authors,	where	she	co-founded	Louder	Than	a	Bomb,	the	country’s	largest	
youth	poetry	slam	festival.		In	2011,	Anna	organized	poets	and	educators	in	Massachusetts	
to	form	Mass	LEAP,	a	literary	education	and	performance	collective.		
Anna	holds	a	B.A.	in	creative	writing	from	Columbia	College	Chicago	and	a	M.Ed.	
from	the	Harvard	Graduate	School	of	Education,	where	she	was	the	recipient	of	the	2011	
Arts	in	Education	Faculty	Recognition-Intellectual	Contribution	Award.		She	has	published	
in	Harvard	Educational	Review	and	presented	her	work	at	various	conferences	and	
speakers	series	including,	“Getting	Real”	at	the	University	of	Wisconsin-Madison	and	
“Dangerous	Women”	at	the	Jane	Addams	Hull	House.	She	plans	to	graduate	with	a	PhD	in	
English	from	Louisiana	State	University	in	August	2017.	
	
	
